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LS mais aye to ſet too great a | 
- * Vie npolt* ſerving Ton at the las 


Aſſies, by thinking my Sermon fit to be made 
Publick in ſo Critical and Fudicious an Age as * 
this is, However, in complyance with Tour | 
Requeit, T bave ſuffer d it to appear in Prim, 
and do Dedicate it to You, not only becauſe 1 
Compoſed it for Your Service, (to whom there- 
fore in right it doth belong,) but becauſe I Re- 
JpeF and Honour Tou for that Tou are a true | 
Lover of Your Country, of tbe Church of | 
| England, 


F The Epiſtk Dedicatory, 
| England, and of His Preſent Majeities H. 

| —_ - Tis real Go and Profperits of 
' all which is aim'd at and intended in the enſuing 
| Diſcourſe, and is mo#t beartily prayd for, and 
ſhall upon all Occaſsons be frncerely endeavoured 
after to tbe utmoſt of bis Power, by bim who 


is, ET: | 
Tour moſt Obedient, 
And 


Moſt Humble Servant, 
ChriC Wyrvill. 
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Of Chriſttan Magiſtracy. 


'r COR: vx. n; 2, 3. 

Dare any of you, having 4 matter againſt another... oo to 
law before the weft wind not egg ts | 
Do ye not know that the ſaints ſhall judge the world * And 
_ if the, world ſholl.be judged by. you, are ye. unworthy. to 
judge the ſmalleſt matters. * | | 
Know ye not that we 'ſhall judge angels * how much more | 


p . 


things that pertain. to.this life 2.” 


'well as the main ftay and ſupport of any Nation or 
Society of Men, - next * under- Gods Providence and 
ProteQtion, is the right Adminiſtration: of its Civil Govern- 
ment ;  whereby:the' Publick Safety--is provided for,. every : 
Mans Rights and Priviledges are ſeeured to him, and whole- 
ſome Laws put-in execution for the good of the whole Com- 
munity. Which great Bleſſing there have been ſome who } 
would deprive all. Chriſtian Societies' of ;. who under the. 
—_— pretence- of Chriſtian 'Liberty have- taught that- _ 
-briftians . were under. no obligation'to any Humane Ordi-- } 
| WI AN NANCE, . 


T HA T* which is the greatBleſſing and Happineſs, as 


T4 


" nance, that Courts of Judicature are not necefſary in a 
Chriſtian State, that the Chriſtian Religion hath abrogated 
'the Authority of Civil Powers, and that the Office of a 
Judge or Civil Magiſtrate is inconſiſtent with the Profeſſion 
of a Chriſtian. 
times 
Ctaries 


Bar of, Heathen Ju vs'The 
Te el Nt - wshe 


r 
poſe would Have ther conftitute-$nd"appoint-firkarid * proper 
Perſons amongſt themſelves, :of: their own: Religion, to be 


Judges of .their, Lawſuits,., who'\{bould, hear their. Cauſes, 
_ and determine their Controverlies, abd.to Fhole decretory 
. E \ 


Sentence they were ro ſubtnit.* 'Which' iifion 'we may 
be ſure he would not have granted unto them, if to be a 
Chriſtian and to. be a Judge were-incompatible; or if t"yere 
unlawful for: Chriſtians) to: make uſe-of0r $0 [apply cen 
ſelves unto a Chriftian Qourt of -Judicature, }-. -» © 

For daxei any 'of yori ({aith he) /4. ce wilk:any of you; h4- 
wing 4.matter againit another,” 1.4 againft andthat Chriſtian, 
Lo ta law, i.e. implead. or; acculs.ipneianothet before the 
.#nju#, that is, before Heathens or Unbelievers, (as they are 
. called in the 6th Verſe) «#d not before the ſaints, '1. e. before 
_ Chriſtian Judges ? | For by;the word:Saini5:we muft in 'this 
place: vnderſtand no, more | thaniBelievers or Brofetfors)of - the 
Goſpel, that's, Chriſtians: :: ;Qf whomihedaith, Do (pe. bat 
know: that. the ſaints, i, e, Chriſtians, ſball judge the world, 
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[3] 
4.e, all wicked Men ? And if the world ſhall be judged by 
you, are you unworthy to judge the ſmalleſt matters ? Know you 
not that we, 4, e. that we Chriſtians, ſhall judge angels, 4. e. 
the Apoſtate Spirits, how much more things that pertain to this 
life ? Theſe Interrogatives do imply ſo many ſtrong Afﬀfr- 
matives : As if he ſhould have ſaid, You ought not to go to. 
Law before Heathen Judges, but rather before Chriſtians. 
You know very well that you ſhall one day judge theſe In- 
fidels and Unbelievers, and all wicked Men, and therefore . 
ſurely you are fit to judge in matters of leſs moment, you 
are not unworthy of ſmaller Judicatures. You cannot be 
ignorant that you ſhall judge even Angels, and therefore 
you are now much more worthy of Inferiour Seats of Judg- 
ment, to judge of matters which pertain to this Life, He 
attributes, you ſee, a ſort of a Judicature to the Saints here- 
after, and therefore would have them to be Judges now : 
He adviſeth them to ſet out thoſe amongſt them who ſhould 
try their Cauſes, ſo as that they need not go to Heathen 
Courts : Wherefore (ſaith he, in the Verſe immediately fol- 
lowing my Text) if ye have judgment of things pertaining to 
this life, that is, if ye have any ſecular Controverſies, /er 
them-to judge who are leaſt efteewd in the church, v. 4, Which 
Exprefſion may perhaps at firſt ſight, or at firit hearing, ſeem 
very ſtrange <A 1 unreaſonable : For what ? Would he have 
the Judgment-ſeats filPd with Perſons who were the /ea# 
eſteemed in the Church ? When St. Paul adviſed them to ſet 
up Judges amongſt themſelves to hear and determine their 
Cauſes, would he have them to be the refuſe and ſcum of 
the People ? When the Office of a Judge requires the great- 
eft Wiſdom, Knowledge, and Experience, (which gains 
him Eſteem, and Reputation, and Honour in the World) 
would he-have ſuch to be Judges amongſt them who are 
deſtitute of thoſe. Qualities that muſt make them fit for ſo 
high a Calling, as thoſe who are /eaft eſteemed iz the Charch 
muſt be preſumed to be? No ſurely ; this could not be the 
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meaning or intention of the Apoſtle : We muſt not conceive 
that he ſpoke this by way of Frecept, commanding them to 
ſet the weakeſt and the ſimpleſt of their Brethren to judge 
betwixt one Chriſtian and another, but it muſt be ſuppoſed 
that he ſpoke this only by way of compariſon, that they 
had better do ſo, than implead one another at the Bar of 
Infidel Judges. But what it we 1hould make another con- 
ſtruction of the words, different indeed from the common 
interpretation, but more agreeable to St. Pauls meaning, and 
to the Original Greek ? What if by #omg zemies we ſhould 
underſtand (not the cauſes or things pertaining to this Life 
which are to be tryed and judged, as moſt Interpreters ſeem 
to underſtand them, but) the ſecular places or ſeats where 
ſuch Cauſes. are tryed, and Judgment given ? What if by 
T's Yeudernuires &y 79 wxance. we ſhould underſtand; ot the mean- 
eſt and ſimpleit Chriſtians, but the Heathens and Infidels who 
are of little or no. eſteem in the Church ? So as that the 
Apoſtles mcaning may be this, (v:2.} If you eſteem theſe 
Men, the Heathens and Unbelievers, to be of little or no 
account in the Church (as. you have no Reaſon to'think 
otherwiſe of them) then ſet up Secular, Judgment-ſeacs. 
amongſt your ſelves, and fill them with fit and proper Per- 
ſons. For, as he proceeds in the next Verſe, wer. 5: 1 
ſpeak to your ſhame Is it ſo that there is not a wiſe man 
amoneſt you? no not one, that (hall be able to judge between 
his brethrea? By which words he' clearly intimates, that he 
ought to be a Wiſe Man,. and no contemptible Perſon, who 
{ſhould have the Authority of a Judge in the Church. Far 
therefore was it from” the Apaſtles meaning to bid them 
{et contemptible Terſons, thoſe who were /eaft efteer?d in 
Seats of Judgment : But he rather checks. and reproves 
them for that although they were generally great LIreten- 
ders to Knowledge and -Waſdom , yet they would 'chuſe 
to appeal to the Courts of Infidels, as if there were ua 

| a Wile 
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a Wiſe Man among them who might try and judge their 
Cauſes. ; | 

It may be very likely indeed, that the Perſons I ſpeak of 
were to be but in the nature of Referees or common Arbi- 
_ trators, to whoſe Judgment the Chriſtians were by joynt 
conſent to ſubmit their Differences. For what elſe could 
the Apoſtle grant to Chriſtians who at that time were de- 
ftitute of publick Authority ? And if in the Circumſtances 
they were then in, he gave them a permiſſion to chuſe 
Chriſtian Arbitrators for the deciſion or compoling of what 
Cauſes they had ro bring before them, we may be ſure that 
- when a Nation became Chriſtian, when the Chriltian Faith 
thould be not only countenanced and encouraged, bur by 
Law eſtabliſhed and upheld, he would much more allow of 
Chriſtian Arbiters or Judges appointed by Publick Authority 
for the ends of Common Juſtice. 

Whar therefore I- have farther to ſay upon this SubjeQ, 
and from the words of my Text, {hall be comprehended in 
theſe following Particulars. 


Firi#, I ſhall enquire for what Reaſons St. Pau! would 
not have the Chriſtians make their Appeals to the Bar of 
Unbelieving Judges, at the Tribunal of Heathen Magt- 
ſtrates. . | 

Secondly, T ſhall conſider that Reaſon which he gives, 
why a Chriſtian may be a Judge, why he ſhould under- 
take the Office of a Civil Magiſtrate, with what other 
Reaſons may be aſſign'd for it. | 

Thirdly, When Chriſtian Judges are ſet apart and ap- 
pointed by Publick Authority, I ſhall conſider the Matters 
that may be brought before them ; which according to my 
Text are ſaid to be things pertaining to this Lite, and thoſe 
are commonly of two ſorts : 

1. Matters of Civil Controverſie betwixt one Man and 
another engaged in Suits of Law. And, 
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2. Criminal Matters, or -Things done contrary to the 
Laws by ſuck Offenders and Evil-doers as are to be puniſhed, 
according to their Deſerts. 

With reſpe& to the firſt of which, I ſhall confider how 
far and upon what accounts a Chriſtian may go to Law, 
- and with what Tempers and Diſpoſitions of Mind he ſhould * 
do ſo when there is occaſion for it. 

With reſpe& to the ſecond, I ſhall confider the Reaſon- 
ableneſs and the Neceſlity of it. 

Laſtly, T ſhall conclude with ſome Inferences from the 
whole, ſuch as. may be ſuitable to our preſent Solemaity, 
and by Gods Bleſſing profitable to us all. 


Firſt, Then I-ſhall conſider for what Reaſons St. Paul 
would .not haye the Chriſtians make their Appeals to the 
Bar of Unbelieving Judges, at the Tribunal of Heathen 
Magiſtrates. For what? Was it becauſe he thought it a 
Sin to do ſo ?. That cannot ſurely. be ſuppoſed, becauſe he 
himſelf appeaPd unto Cz/ar, Ads 25. 11. and offered his 


Cauſe to be try*d at the Bar of one of the-worſt of Hea- 
thens, Was it becauſe he thought, as ſome have lince 
imagined, that Dominion is. founded in Grace, and that con 
{equently the Heathens. being deſtitute of Divine Grace and 
the means of - obtaining it, ſhould have no Dominion, nor 
Authority, nor Power in the World ? No ſuch matter ; 
_ for he Knew very well thar Dominion, in whomſoever it is 
lodged, 1s Originally.of Divine Right ; and har rhere.is o 
power but of God, that the powers which be (whether they. be 
Heathen or Chriſtian) were ordained of Gad, Rom. 13. 1. 
and that Chriſt. himſelf acknowledged the. Authority which 
Pilate, a moſt Graceleſs Heathen. Judge, had. over him, 
John 19. 13, Was it becauſe Chriſtianity hath abrogated 
the Power of the Civil Magiſtrate, hath diveſted him of all 
Right ro. Rule and Govern, and abſolved all Men from 
Submiſſion. unto him, unleſs. he becomes Chriſtian ?: No 

certainly ; 


certainly ; for the Rights and Priviledges of Temporal Ru- 
lers and Governours, whether they be' Kings as Supream , 
or other Inferiour Magiſtrates aurhceiſed and ſent by them 
for the ends of Publick Government, are no Where better 
ſecured than in the Chriſtian Religion, Rom 13 5. all 
Perſons by the Rules of its DoQrine being enjoyn'd Obe- 
dience to thoſe in Authority, mot only for wrath but alſo for 
conſcience ſake, 1 Pet. 2. 13, 14. It deſigns indeed, and 
earneſtiy deſires their Converſion to the Chriſtian Faith, and 
their profeſſing the Goſpel of Chriſt ; but if that cannot be 
effected, it leaves them the exerciſe of their juſt Power 
notwithſtanding. | 

It was not therefore for theſe or any ſuch like Reaſons 
that St. Paul prohibited the. Corinthiavs to whom he writes 
from appealing unto or impleading one another before the 
unjuſt,” the. unbelieving Magiſtrates .:.. But it. was becauſe 
great Scandal. was thereby raiſed upon themſelves, and: an 
11] Report upon the Church of Chriſt; and great occaſion 
was thereby given to the Heathens of being offended at 
Chriſts Religion, and of ſtanding farther off from making 
profeſſion of it. For the Chriſtians of the Church: of. Ca- 
rinth, to whom St. Paul writes, were very. much given..to 
Contentions and Litigations amonglt themſelves, and would 
do wrong and defraud one another, 1 Cor. 6. 8, whereupon a 
Suit of Law was preſently commenced, which *tis likely 
they proſecuted with no ſmall Heat and Paſſion, and there- 
fore the Heathens, before whom they brought. their Cauſes 
to be heard and try*'d, could- not but diſcern how.: much 
they were addicted to Fraud. and Violence. which for..the 
moſt part oceaſion'd their Suits, . how impatient .of. Injuries - 
and Wrongs done them, how 'defirous of Revenge, how 
Covetous-and Worldly- minded, how very Litigious and 
Quarrelfume they were. Upon. which 2ccounts the Chri- 
ſtians were expoſed to : their. ſcorn and derifion, and their 


yerv Reliian brought into contempt and ſcandal, as if -it 
authoriſed 


ed 


* Sa 
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authoriſed or permitted ſuch Irregularities and Diſorders, 
And therefore our Apoſtle, for the avoiding of Scandal and 
for fear of giving Offence to the Enemies of the Church, 
had great Reaſon to forbid them going to Law before the 
Unbelievers, and making their Appeals to the Bar of Hea- 
then Judges. In which prohibition he may be conceived to 
have had reſpe& to a common and known ſaying amongſt 
the Jews, (viz.) That he who proſecuteth an Iſraelite at the 
Tribunal of the Gentiles, profanes the Name of God. 

Beſides, there 1s one thing farther to be conſidered in the 
caſe, namely, That the Heathen Judges being already ſuf- 
ficiently prejudiced againſt the Chriſtians, when they had 
them in their Power by having them at their Bar, they 
would be ſure to treat them with the utmoſt Rigour and 
Severity. 

Nay moreover, they by being Heathens and Unbelievers 
might be preſumed to be alſo Unjuſt in the ſtricteſt ſenſe 
of the word, like the unjuſt Judge in the Goſpel, who nei- 
ther fearcd God nor regarded man, Luke 18. 2. and then what 
Juſtice or Equity could the poor Chriſtians expe&t from 
them ? And therefore St. Paul had good Reaſon to ſay unto 
them, Dare any of you, having a matter againſt another, go 
to law before the unjuſt, - and not before the ſaints, rather ? 

There may be alſo another Reaſon why he forbad them 
to appeal to Heathen Judges, and that was becauſe it re- 
fleted upon the Wiſdom and Authority of the Church, 
-and look'd as if none o: themſelves were worthy of or fit 
for ſuch an Honour ; therefore, faith he, bring not your 
Cauſes to be try*d betore the Infidels, give them not that 
occaſion to triumph and exult over you ; but if you muſt 
go to Lew, let it be done before the Saints. And this pro- 
hibition we muſt look upon to concern chiefly the Plaintiffs 
who are not bound to ſue, and not to belong to the Defen- 
-dants who if proſecuted are bound to ſtand to Tryal. 


Secondly, 


(i + 


Secondly, And thus IT come in the ſecond place to conſi- 
. der the Reaſon which. our Apoſtle gives why a Chriſtian 
may be a Judge, why: he. ſhould undertake the Office of a 
Civil MagiFrate. For: although there needs no Reaſon to. 
be given. for-it, (the thing it felt being ſo very evident and 
plain, the (general practice whereot declares its Reaſon- 
ableneſs and Neceflity too,) yet that which the Apoſtle 
gives 15 a very conſiderable one, and deſerves our particular 
' remark ;., and that is, Becaaſe the Sarnts ſhall judge the world, 
yea even Angels themſelves : For do you not know, ſaith he, 
that the ſaints ſball judge. the world? And if the world ſhall 
be judged by you, are ye unworthy,to' judge the ſmalleſt matters ? 
Kpow ye not that we ſhall judge angels, how much more things 
that pertain to. this life?... . BEE To 
Now the proper ſignification of Saizts is Men of Holi- 
neſs, ſuch 'as were. all the ;Faithfyl; Servants. of God under 
the Old Teſtament, [ſuch as all. under 1the New. are ſuppoſed) 
or required to be; - And being that all- Chriſtians are called, 
untq. an, Holy Calling, .: —_ without. great. and apparent 
Reafon to,the contrary; opght in(Charity.ro be preſumed to 
live;anſwerably to their Callipg,: theretore, they-'may very 
well be accounted. and. called Sams... And..although it be 
true thay.nat all who. are called Sainrs ſhall hereafter judge. 
the World, -but they only who havelived according -to that; - 
Calling, yet if any, ſhall,..the; Argument; holds: good that 
therefore they..may be Jydges-and:Magzſtrates here. 
- For, ,the better -underftanding- of, which it; will be necef(- 
ſary that, we ſhould; conſider what;;kind: of Judicature the 
panes {ſhall exerciſe, and-in--what ſenſe. they. may be ſaid to. 
JUCBE.. FREY 11 ; 
- Now akbough there may. be ſeveral ways, whereby this- 
may. be underſtggd,. yet waying all- the reſt, as thinking -it- 
needleſs to trouble you with a particular-enumeration-and : 
diſcnſion of them I ſhall at preſent mention but one, as 


being” 
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being moſt plain and natural, and moſt appoſite to what 
St. Paul! intends; and that is this, viz. That when our 
Lord Chriſt, (who by Gods appointment is defign*d to be 
the Supream Judge of all the World,) when He ſhall de- 
ſcend from Heaven at the end of the World -to judge the 
Quick and the Dead, the Sazzts of God ſhall firſt be judged 
and abſolved themſelves, and then be aſſumed as aſſeſſors 
unto him, and bear him company in Judging and Condem- 
ning the rſt of the World, that 1s to ſay, all Wicked Men 
and all Apoſtate Angels. This Explication ſeems to be the 
moſt Reaſonable, and is what the beſt Expoſitors are agreed 
upon, and wluch ſeems to be the meaning of what our Sa- 
viour {aid to his own Apoltles when he told them that when 
| He the Son of mar ſhall fit iz the throne of his glory, they 
alſo ſball fit on twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of 
Iſrael, Mat. 19. 28. © | 

Now if the Saizrs of * God, if Chriſtians who have lived 
here according to their Holy Profeſſion, if they in the Great 
and Final Judgment of all the World ſhall be vouchſafed 
that Honour as to be Aﬀeſſors with Chriſt, and to ſit in 
Judgment with Him on the Wicked World; if they ſhall 
have any thing todo in matrers of ſo high importance; they 
= Reaſonably enough 'be accounted 'worthy to have the 
Judgment of inferiour things committed to their traſt; well 


may they take = them the” Power and Authority of 
ates now, 


Judges and Magi who' ſhall hereafter be con- 
cern'd in adjudging the 'Eternal Being both''of Angels and 
Men. This is that Reaſon' which St. Pas! gives why a 
Chriſtian may be a Judge, why he ſhould undertake the 
Office of a Civil Magiſtrate 3+ and if there be any who are 
yet unſatisfied with it, if there are ſtill any fo unreaſonable 
as not to admit of a Legal Magiſtracy amongft Chriſtians, 
other Reaſons there are not unworthy our Conſideration that 
may be alledged for it. ay 


For 
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. For 1}, - We find it no where nientioned in the Goſpel. 


of Chriſt that ſo high and uſeful a Calling is inconſiſtent 
with the Profeſſion of it. And if it were Unlawful for a 
Chriſtian to bear that Office we may be ſure that either 
Chriſt himſelf, or ſome of his Apoſtles, would have ex- 
preſly forbidden it. Which being they have no where done, 
we cannot but conclude their Cenſure raſh and fooliſh who 
do condemn it. Nay, fo far is the Chriſtian Religion from 
interdicting it to Chriſtians, that there are many things in 
it which make manifeſtly for it. All Civil Magiſtrates and 
Rulers are by St. Paul ſaid to be the Minifters of God, Rom. 
I 3. 4. even they who do not profeſs the Faith of Chriſt, 
much more Reaſonably therefore may they be eſteem*d fo 
Who really do. We read in the New Teſtament of ſome 
Eminent Perſons in great Power and Authority who were 
Diſciples of Chriſt and converted to his Religion ; but we 
no where find that they laid down their Offices when they 
became Chriſtians. Beſides, if there were to be no Chri- 
ſtian Magiſtrates or Governours,- or Judges amongſt Chri- 
{tians, they muſt then either be expoſed 0 all the Confu- 
ſion and Diſorder which an ungovern'd Society 1s lyable 
unto, (which we cannot imagine that our Lord did ever 
deſign they ſhould be) or they muſt be govern'd by thoſe 
who are not of their Religion, by ſuch as are either ene- 
mies of it, or at leaſt no good friends or well-wiſhers to it. 


And then what favour, or kindneſs, or proteCtion, could - 


they expe from them? Nay would not their condition be 
rather very calamitous and deplorable? Would Magiſtrates 
and Judges who are no Chriſtians, give encouragement or 
countenance to the Chriſtian Religion ? Would chey pro- 
mote the real Intereſt of che Church of Chriſt, and make 
it proſper and flouriſh ? ?Tis ſcarce imaginable that they 
would. It was under the Government of Heathen Rulers 
that the Primitive Chriſtians ſuffer*d the greateſt Perſecu- 
tions, nor could they hope for or expect much 1 eace and' 
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Proſperity: till Chriſtianity became the Profeſion. of their 
Kings:and Emperors. It 1s therefore for the good of Chri-- 
Rians, for the benefit of Chriſts Church, for the furtherance: 
of. his Goſpel, and. for. the encreaſe of true Religion and- 
Piety, that a. Chriſtian Magiſtracy is not only-expedient but- 
neceſſary. too. To-which we may allo add, that a Chri- 
ſtian is of all others the fitteſt perſon for ſo higly a Calling, 
and the better Chriſtian a Man is (provided that in- other 
reſpe&s he be but duely. qualified). the more fit he- muſt 
needs be for. it, as by inſtancing in thoſe Chriſtian Verrtues, 
which are the great Ornament as well as the neceflary En- 
dow ments of a Magiſtrate, might be eaſily proved; were 


it neceſſary to be. done, I come therefore now in the Third 
place, 


Thirdly, To conſider the Matters that may-be brought 
before Chriſtian Judges ;; which according: to my Text are 
ſaid to be things pertaining to.this Life ; and thoſe are com- 
monly of two forts, whereof the: fri# are Matters of civil 
Controverſie betwixt one Man and another engaged in Suits 
of Law ; with reſpect whereunto there are two- things 
which I deſign to do : 


(x.) To confider how far and' upon” what accounts: a 
Chriſtian may goto Law. 


(z.) To ſhew. with what Tempers and Difpoſitions of 


Mind a Svit of Law ſhould be managed when there is oc- 
caſion for it. 


(1.) ThenT ihall conſider how. far and upon: whiat ac- 
counts a Chriſtian may go to Law. And this ouglit ro be 
{crioutly obſerved, and very well underſtood, becauſe there 
are {ome Perſons ſo very ſcrupulous and nice as ro think ir 
utterly Unlawful tor a Chriſtian-upon any account whatſo- 
ever t0.g0 to Law atall, and others on the other hand are 
Þ very Contentious and Litigious that they will ſue their 


Neighbour 
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\Neighbotr upon every flight and trivial-occaſion, and pre» 
tend to juſtifie their doing ſo by alledging that the Law is 
open and free, and think that they do 2 Tarn if they have 
the Law on their ſide. | 

Now in the firſt place that it is not Unlawful, z. e. rot 
finful, for Chriſtians to go to Law, is plain enough from 
this place of my Text, where for the decifion of emergent 
Queſtions St. Pan! allows of Chriſtian Judges. He tells 
the Chriſtians indeed in the 8th Verſe of this Chapter, that 
it was 4 fault that they went to Law. But that may be 
ſuppoſed to be ſpoken with reſpe& to their going to Law 
before the Unjuſt, the Unbelieving Magiſtrates ; which is 
the.chief thing which in this place he reproves them for : 
Or perhaps it was becauſe they impleaded one another for 
{mall and trifling accounts, ſuch as might eaſily have been 
put-up and paſt-by. However it be, he calls it but a Fault, 
4, e. a defett or a failing, but not ſuch as can be accounted 
a Sin. He. does not call it «u4rwwe or e>g7r1ows, but frlnue, 
that is, a diminution or a leſs degree of Chriſtian Perfection, 
and that is all thar is meant by thoſe words. 

But then on the other hand although it be true that the 
Law is free and open fo all Perſons, and that the Chriſtian 
Religion hath not abſolutely forbid Chriſtians to go to Law, 
yet it is certain that it doth not become a Chriſtian to take 
all that advantage which the Law will give him, nor to 
have recourſe unto it upon every petty wrong or {light in- 
jury done him. Tt is very much diſtant from the meekneſs 
and forbearance and gentleneſs of a Chriſtian to commence 
a Suit, or to conteſt with his Neighbour for mere trifles. 
Fhere are many ſorts of ſmall and ſupportable wrongs and 
injuries which a good Chriſtian ought to forgive and put 
up' without appealing to the Laws for redreſs. It is more 
becoming a- Diſciple of Chriſt to bear with ſome Damages, 
to' over-look ſome Trefpaſſes, and even wholly to —_— 
incoaſiderable Debts , then ” trouble Courts of Ju ice 
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about them. Nor can this I hope give any Reaſonable 
Cauſe of Offence to the Gentlemen-of the Law (whoſe Pro- 
feſſion I honour) ſince they themſelves cannot bur be of- 
fended to have Matters brought before them which are un- 
worthy of or below the Gravity of Laws and the Solemnity 
of a Court. Beſides, it is but what 1s agreeable to our Lords 
Do&rine in the 5th of St. Matthews Goſpel, wer. 39, 4, 4x. 
where he obligeth all his Diſciples and Followers to remit 
all ſmaller and tolerable Injuries, ſo as not to make them 
Matters of Complaint or ſeek for a Legal Reparation , 
whether they be ſuch as concern our Body and Reputa- 
tion, or our Goods and Poſleſſon, or our Freedoms and 
Priviledges. | 

But now although the Chriſtian Religion obligeth us to 
forgive Injuries and Wrongs, and would not have us pro- 
ſecute all ſort of Offences, although it reſtrains a Man from 
making the utmoſt advantage of Humane Laws, and allows 
him not to ſue his Neighbour upon every trifling and pitiful 
account, yet it leaves every Man free to ſeek for redreſs by 
the benefit of the Laws for great Wrongs and leſs ſupport- 
-able Injuries done him , or even to ſecure himſelf againſt 
them in caſe he be threatned with them, or have juſt Cauſe 
to fear them, There is no doubt therefore but that when 
great Injuſtice is offered or conſiderable Damage is done 
us, it is Lawful to. provide for our Security againſt the one, 
and to endeavour to repair the other by a To Courſe of 
Law. 

But beſides the Caſes of great and conſiderable Injuries, 
*tis certain alſo that it is Lawtul to appeal to the deciſion 
of the Law in Caſes of Diſputable Right, when the Mat- 
ter is of great weight and moment. For TMen do not al- 
ways go to Law becauſe cither Party hath done Wrong to 
the other, (though that oftentimes 1s the occaſion of moſt 
of our Suits). but becauſe -neither Party can determine the 
juit Right and Title to the 'Thing they conteſt _— 
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that each Party thinks himſelf in the right, and neither of 
_ them hath wronged the other. Now in this caſe the Law 
is the fitteſt and indeed the only Umpire betwixt them ; and 
if the Matter cannot otherwiſe be decided, recourſe may 
Lawfully be had thereto. 

We may then go to Law upon great and weighty ac- 
counts, ſuch as are great Indignities and Wrongs, for our 
guard againſt them, for our reparations of them, for the 
recovery of our juſt Rights, and for a Legal determination 
of what is right or wrong in Diſputable Cauſes that are or 
may be of. great concern to us. And in vain it would-be 
to have either Laws or Magiſtrates, if this uſe might not 
be made of the benefit of thoſe and the miniſtry of theſe. 

(2.) But Secondly, be the Caſe what it will upon which 
we enter an Action at Law, or. be the occaſion of it never 
ſo juſtifiable, yet we ought to take great care that we ma- 
— it with due Tempers and Diſpoſitions of Mind. Firſt 
then ; 

I. In the commencing of every Suit at Law we ſhould 
in the firſt place conſider, that by Chriſtian Charity we are 
obliged to manage it with all poiſible: calmneſs, meeknels, 
and kindnels, forbearing all manner of uncharitable Inve- 
tives, bitter Railings and malicious Accuſations of one 
another. We ſhould quietly leave the Matter to be fairly 
and equally decided by a due Courſe of Law, and the Sen- 
tence of the Judge, And in the mean time we ſhould em- 
brace one another with a friendly and courteous Behaviour, 
and amicably converſe together. Ir is without doubt Law- 
ful for any Man to ſue for what may be his own, or what 
he thinks to be ſo, eſpecially if it be a matter of concern, 
and will admit of no other deciſion : But then to proceed 
in it with a rough and ſurly Demeanour, to beſpatter each 
other with {currilous and ſpightful Words, to raiſe Refle- 
Qions and fomeant Suſpicions. extrinſecal to- the Buſineſs in 
diſpute, is neither the right way to obtain the Cauſe, nor 
agreeable 
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agreeable to that Charity which the -Goſpel enjoyns vs. 

2. Moreover ; in all Suits of Law we ſhould diſcharge 
our Minds from all inclinations to Revenge, and'beware of 
a bitter and paſſionate Spirit. We muſt not hale 'our Ad- 
verſary to the Bar of the Magiſtrate on purpoſe to be re- 
venged on him, but to Tight our ſelves and redreſs our 
Wrengs, nor muſt we deſign any more harm to him than 
what is-necefſary for our own Lawful Vindication, and for 
the ends of ' Publick Juſtice, | 

3. We ſhovld confider -alſo farther that it is not becom- 
ing us either as Chriſtians -or Men, when' we have carried 
the Cauſe and got the better of our Adverſary, inſolently 
to boaſt and triumph over him. We ſhould not mock or 
abuſe 'kim, nor aggravate his loſs by reproachful or fcornful 
Language. We ſhould-rather remember and obfetve rhe 
Advice of Solomon, Rejoyee not when' thine enemy falleth , 
and let not thine heart be glad when he ſtumbleth, Prov. 
24. 17. 

* Laſtly it is the duty of ' both Parties 1n all ACtions at 
Law to reſt ſatisfied with the definitive Sentence and De- 
termination-of - the' Judge. | He that hath obtain'd hrs Cauſe, 
to be ſure will ; he that hath loſt it, in right Reafon and 
Prudence ought- to do ſo too. - He ſhould be patient if he 
thinks himſelf injured, and -charirable if he be wronged. 
He ſhould not envy-the Adverfary that (got the better, nor 
- murmur at-the [Jury that brought a Verdict contrary to his 
mind, nor ſuſpe& the Integrity of his Councelfour, as if 
' he had not pleaded for him to the beſt advantage, much 
leſs ſpeak ill of the Judge that gave the Caufe againſt him. 
He ſhould quietly fit down and ſubmit to' peace, if hethinks 
his ' juſt Cauſe is rejeted and oppreſſed : His juſt Cauſe ? 
Nay he ſhould rather ſuſpett his own Judgment, and con- 
clude that his Cauſe was ncither right nor juſt, but thar he 
himſelf was in the wrong, fince in a Court of Juſtice be- 
fore Wiſe, and Underflanding, and Tmpartial -Men , the 
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Gauſcewas cartiede again himy. Thus. humbly and. meakly 
ſhaulabhe: carry; himfelfl; rather; than rail.at. or. accuſe any 
of che adverſo-Party;: and! he-fhould depart, the Court. with-- 
oub regrets and .quietly reft; contented with the: loſs of his- 
Paihs:and;:.Coft. To do: otherwiſe: will bat. diſcaver a. re- 
vengefyk malicious. Spirir,. inconſiſtent. with the. meckaeſs 
and;-patience and humbleaeſs of -a Diſeiple-of the: meek and, 
che: patient and the! humble  Jeſus|, And. thus much: may 
ſzfice-ta be- ſpoken with reſpeC&t to, the fir fort of Matters: 
that-may-be brought before a Chriſtian Judge or Magiſtrate, 
and thoſe are Matters of Civil Controverſie betwixt one 


Magand anoher enizaged-in Suits-of Law. 


: +6: Tha {ſecon are Criminal Matters, or thiags done con- 
trary to the: Laws by- ſuch Offenders and- Evil-doers as-are 
ta;b&:puniſhed according; to- their deſerts:; with: reſpe&. ta- 
IA ſhew: the, Reaſopableneſs, and the Neceſfity 
OH iltp: [1 got E104 | | "Ts | | 

Now: althoughnit} be {true that the Gheiſtian, Judges, of 
whom - my;/Jext ſpeaks; had not the Power of Judging in 
Criminal Matters nor of puniſhing Offenders. with-the Civil 
Sword, becauſe the; Civil Power was: at, that tume in the 
hands; af.--the:: Heathens ; yet when a. Nation is become 
Chaltian,, and the; Civik: Lower is..lodged in the. hands. of 
Chriftian, Magiſtrates; *zis but-very fit agd. reaſonable that 
they alſo. ſheuld have: the: cognizance of Criminal Matters, 
and award LYuniſhments accorging:to the Maletactors de- 
ſerts. Without this, lower the Chriſtian Common-wealth 
ceuld not, ſubſiſt-in ſafety, . nor the:particular Members of it 
be: protected from Violence. and Opprefſion.  And- therefore 
even a Chriſtian Ruler hath the i ower of the Sword com- 
mitted to: him, which he ! earerh. ot in vain, for he #s the 
miniſter of: God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that 
doth ewel,, Rom. 13..5. And the; Governours or Magiſtrates 
who. are deputed: and: delegated by him are ſent for the 
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Puniſbment of evil-doers- as well as for the: prgref them that * 
do well, 1 Pet. 2.14. And though there be a Judgment'to 
come hereafter, when the Wicked' thall' be condemned to 
endleſs Puniſhments, for the: Crimes they have committed 
in this Life, yer for the ſ{ecurity-of Publick Peace and Order 
in the World it is not: fafe to leave Men to Terrors at ſuch 
a diſtance, but to commit to: Magiſtrates the Power of exe- 
cuting Vengeance: on Evil-doers here, that others by their 
Examples may learn to do well, at leaſt that they may be 
with-held from offending for Wrath, if not for Conſcience 
ake. 
Fn Now there are divers forts of Criminal Matters that may - 
be brought to the Bar ; and ſeveral forts of Offenders 
againſt the Law that: reaſonably may and moſt juſtly ought 
to be puniſhed by it. But of all ſorts there are ſome fo no- 
torious and ſo very remarkable, that I cannot but mention 
them, not barely- to excite the Government againſt them, 
but to ſhew the Juſtice and Equity of its Proceedings in 
Puniſhing them; together with the Reaſonableneſs and the 
Neceſlity thereof, and to deter others from following their 
pernicious Examples. 

I. The firſt ſort of thoſe Offenders which I ſhall take no- 
tice of, are thoſe amongſt our ſelves, who being the 'natural 
born Subje&s of this -Land do moſt unnaturally endeavour 
to diſturb our Peace by Commotions and Rebellions, who 
ſeek to ſubvert our Laws and Government by promoting a 
Foreign Invaſion ; and to that end and purpoſe do plot and 
contrive the moſt barbarous Murder of our King. - 

It is a great Bleſſing of God which we of this Nation do + 
enjoy, that although we are engaged ina Juſt War with 
our Enemies Abroad, yet we are at Peace amonglt our 
ſelves at Home, and free from thoſe diſtreſſes and hardſhips 
which our Neighbouring Nations that are made the Seat of - 
the War do groan under. But how deſirous are ſome amongſt 
us to diſturb this our Peace ? How induſtrious have oh. of 
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late, been (and may perhaps be ſtill). to procure our Enemies 
to invade us, and.bring great-Miſeries and: Calamities upon 
us, and to overwhelm us all in Blood and Confuſion ? For 
what can be the end and deſign of calling in the French 
amongſt us ? Is it out of good Will towards us ? Is it be- 
cauſe they love us, and have a kindneſs for us, and deſign 
to do us good ? Let them believe it that can. Is it not ra- 
ther through the ſide of our King to give a deadly wound 
to our Church and State ? Is it not through a ſtream of 
Royal Blood to make a paſſage to our own Bowels ? Is it 
not to ſubvert our Gefen Peace and Tranquillity , our 
Gm_ and Secuity, and utterly to ſubvert and ruine 
whatſoever is near and dcar to us ? 

*Tis cafe to imagine, *tis natural to believe that the 
French, thoſe ſworn and implacable Enemies to our Church 
and State, would endeavour an Invaſion upon our Land 
with a deſign on purpoſe to extirpate our Religion, Laws 
and Liberties, and to make our Nation become Tributary 
ro their own. But that any Engliſhmen, the natural born 
SubjeQs of this Kingdom, ſhould follicit chem to it, thould 
be aiding and aſſiſting therein, that in order thereto, and to: 
the facilitating thereof, they ſhould contrive to aſſaſſinate 
the Perſon of an Anointed and Crown'd King, o*® that 
King who ſo often and ſo bravely hath hazarded His Royal 
Perſon in the defence of this Kingdom, and for the vindi- 
cation of the Common Liberties of Mankind againſt the 
Power and Violence of the Common Enemy and Oppreſlor, 
that Proteſtants ſhould joyn with Papiſts to bring about a 
Popiſh Invaſion for the deſtruficn of a Proteſtant King and 
Nation; this is that which we cannot but with horrour 
ſtand amazed art. 

It is our great Happineſs that we live under the Govern- 
ment of a King whom we may, without Flattery, reckon 
to be one of the beſt- of Princes, by. whom we have our 
Laws, our Liberties, our Properties, our Religion, all en- 
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tirely preſerved, and through Gods Goodneſs ſecured to. us. 
Concerning whom we may, without a Compliment, make 
uſe of thoſe words of Ter:allas the Orator to Felix the Go- 
vernour, Seeing that by thee very worthy deeds are done unto 
this nation by thy providence, we accept it always and in all, 
" places moſt noble Felix with all thankfulneſi, Afts 24 2, 3. 
Even thoſe very Perſons who through Prejudice or Ignorance, 
or a miſinform'd Conſcience, cannot or will not comply 
with the Oaths to His Government, even they, if the 
pleaſe, may live quietly and peaceably and undilturbedly 
under it. And therefore with what horrour and indignation 
can we but think upon, what Puniſhment can we think too 
great for thoſe Miſcreants who by a treacherous and bloody 
Aſſaſſination would deprive us of the benefit of His Life? 

Theſe are certainly MalefaGtors in giain, Offenders of 
the greateſt ſize, and juſtly deſerve that Vengeance which 
ſome ct their Aﬀociates have alrea&y ſuffered ; the unſuc- 
ceſ>sfulneſs of whoſe Attempts and the example of whoſe 
deſerv'd Puniſhment may ſerve to deter all others from the 
like Treaſ.nable and Baſe Detigns. | 

2, Another ſort of Evil-doers there are, who, although 
they have no delign againſt the Kings either Life or Govern- 
ment, do deface His Image and Superſcription, and impoſe 
upon the Nation with Counterfeit ones, whereby they do 
great injury to the | ublick, and deſerve Puniſhment as well 
as common Highway-men and Robbers. And though ſe. 
veral of theſe Evil-docrs have of late been taken off by rhe 
Juſtice of the Laws againſt which they ſo highly offended, 
yet the ſpawn and generation of them is not yet extirpated, 
but *cis rather to be teared that they ſtill grow more nume- 
rous, as if the great Blefſing of God to the firſt Race of 
Mankind had been defign'd tor them, Be fruitful and mul- 
riply, Gen 1. 28. And therefore *ris every good Mans 
concern and intereſt to diſcover, ſo tar as he can, theſe enor- 
mous Criminals, and to bring them to the Bar of Juſtice, 
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that, if it be poſſible, our Land may ar laſt be freed from 
thoſe Defacers and Counterfeiters of Majeſty. | 

3- Another ſort of Otenders whom I ſhall take notice 
of, zre the common Debauchees of the Nation, they who 
trample under foot the Laws both of God and Man, and 
are ſo far from being aſhamed of their Lewdneſs and Im- 
pieties that they openly talk and brag of them, and make a 
glory of that which ſhould be their greateſt ſhame. Theſe 
are the worſt Enemies which the Government hath, how 
great Friends ſoever they may pretend to beto it, foraſmuch 
as for their notorious Sins and open Impieties the Great and 
Tuſt God may be highly provoked by unforeſeen and un- 
thought-of ways to unhinge the Government, to weaken 
the nerves and finews of it, to blaſt the publick underta- 
Kings for our good, and to deprive us utterly of our Reli- 
gion, Laws and Liberties, ſince we make no better uſe of 
them Put now the Tower and Authority of the Civil 
Magiſtrate may avert thoſe Judgments by caufing condign 
Puniſhments to be awarded upon theſe impious Offenders, 
which perhaps may be more available to a publick Retor- 
mation than the beſt Diicourſes and Sermons of the moſt 
able Preachers, and we may then hope for and expett the 
Blefling of God upon rhe Nation, when by good Laws and. 
Statutes, (ſuch as are already made, ſuch as the Wiſdom of 
the Government ſhall hereafter think fir to make) and the 
due execution of them, the flood-gates of theſe common 
Impieties ſhall be ſtopt up. 

Other Criminals and Evil-doers there may be whom the 
Juſtice of the Laws may find out : But whoſoever they are 
that will not obey the laws of God, and the laws of the Kzng, 
*tis but fit and right, reaſonable and neceſſary (for the dil: 
countenancing of Vice, for the encouragement of Vertue, 
for the preſervation of Peace and good Order in the Chri- 
ſtian State) that Jadgmenr ſhould be executed ſpeedily upon 
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them, whether it be unto death, or to baniſhment, or to confiſ- 
cation of goods, or to impriſonment, Ezra 7. 26. 

Now from all that 1 have hitherto ſaid we may dif- 
cern, 

1. That we have great Reaſon to blefs and praiſe the 
great Mercy and good Providence of Almighty God, for 
that we are now bleſſed with Judges and Magiſtrates who 
are not only Chriſtians, but Profeſſors of that Chriſtianit 
which is the pureſt and the beſt reformed in the World. 
You ſee that St. Pau/ would not have the Chriſtians to whom 
he writes to have any thing to do with the Heathen Judges, 
with Infidel Magiſtrates ; and have not we then great 
Reaſon to think our ſelves happy that we are not under the 
Power of Popiſh ones ? Would Popiſh Judges put the Pro- 
teſtant Laws in execution ? Would a Popiſh Magiſtracy 
promote the good and welfare of a Proteſtant Church and 
Nation ? Juſt as much.as the Heathens would that of the 
Primitive Chriſtians. *Twould ſuit neither with their In- 
tereſt nor their [rinciples. And therefore we have great 
Reaſon to thank God and the King that we are not con- 
cern*d with them. | 

2. We may from hence alſo diſcern the great Unreaſon- 
ablenefs and the great Injuſtice of private Revenge aid per- 
ſonal Vindication of Injuries, For it is an uſurping of the 
Power of the Civil Magiftrate, who is Gods ON marine 
and Deputy, appointed under him to be the publick aven- 
ger ; and therefore *ctis written, Avenge zot your ſelves, 
but rather give place unto wrath; for vengeance i mine, I will 
repay, ſaith the Lord, Rom 12.19. Dcat. ns 35- He does: 
it by his Miniſters, the Judges and Magiltrates, and there- 
fore no private Perſon ought to intermeddle with it. 

3. We may moreover, from what I have ſaid, perceive 
how great encouragement we have to live anſwerably to 
our Holy Calling by walking in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs 
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of Life, and by becoming. truly Saints here, ſince. if we do 
fo, we ſhall be advanced to the Honour 'of ſitting with our 
Lord among the Saizts in Judgment hereafter. 

4+ And laſtly, We may from hence take an occaſion 
yo ſeaſonably and profitably to meditate upon that great 
and general Afſize which ſhall be at the end of the World, 
when we ſball all appear v7 eds the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, 
that every one may receive the things done in his body, accord- 
ing to that he. hath done, whether it be good or bad, 2 Cor. 
5.10. Let vs therefore from the 'Formalities of a Court 
of Judicature here fix our thoughts upon that which will 
be hereafter, when we ſhall all be ſummon'd before the 
Tribunal of that Tmpartial Judge who even now keeps a 
private Seſſions in every Mans Breaſt, Here the Earthly 
Judges, Men like our ſelves, come unto us with indeed ſome 
little thew of outward Pomp. and Splendour, as tis fit they 
ſhould ': But what is that to the coming of our Lord him- 
ſelf, who ſhall deſcend from hea-en with a ſhout , with the 
voice of the arch-angel aud with the trump of God ? Even the 
Lord Jeſus. himſelf ſhall be revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels .in flaming fire, taking vengeance an thoſe that 
kzow, not God, and obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
2 Theſſ. 1.8, 9. Here indeed MalefaQtors of all forts may 
{d ſculk and hide themſelves, as that they cannot be found 
out and diſcovered, and conſequently may avoid the danger 
and ſhame of being fet to'the Bar'to be try*'d : But there 
every Man ſhall make his perſonal appearance, and nothing 
ſhall hide. them or cover them from the preſence of the 
Judge. Here we have need of Witneſſes and Informers to 
prove the Inditement ; but-there our own Conlciences hall 
teſtifie againſt us, and God himſclf will ſet before us the 
things that we have done. Here through colluſion and pre- 
varication the Truth may be conceaPd; but there all things 
will be open and manifeſt to him. with whom we have to 
do : Who both will bring to light the hidden things of _— 
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neſs, and will make manifeſt, eyen the very. counſels-of; the 
Heajt. Here a notorious, Offender through Partiality, and 
Favour, or throvgh Bribery and Foul-dealing may eſcape 
the Puniſhment due to his Crimes ; but rhere nothing ſhall 
avert the exccution of that dreadful Sentence,. Go. ye, car/ed 
into everl aſt, s fire, Mat. 25-41, The vimoſt Cuniſhment 
that the ſtoke uf Juſtice can here inflict on Evil-doers' may 
be perhaps but Banijhment into another Climate, or Conki- 
cation of ſome j:criſhable Goods, or ſome Pecuniary Mul&, 
or ſome Corporal Caſtigations, or Imnpriſonment during 
Life, or Temporal Death art the fartheſt ;, but they, thax 
ſhall be condemned at that, Bar ſiall be baniſhed from” the 
Glorious Kingdom of, Heaven, . ſhall loſe the moſt durable 
and moſt defirable Goods, {ſhall undergo never-ceafing Pains, 
ſhall be derain'd in Everlaſting Chains of Darkneſs, ſhall 
ſuffer the ſecond Death both of Body and Soul, for ever. 
Here the acFittal from the Judge is only. a reſtirution to 
our former ſtate of Life ; but there it will extend to a new, 
far better, much more glorious condition. O therefor? ler 
ſuch Thoughts as theſe fink down into our Hearts, and 
produce in us an anſwerable Converſation. This 'is that 
good uſe which we may all make of theſe Inferiour Courts 
of Juſtice, ſeriouſly, conſidering what will be the ſad. and 
moſt deplorable caſe of all wicked and impenitent Sinners 
at the terrible Bar of that irreſpetive Tribunal, ; where 
their Appearance will be certain, the Sentence of Condem- 
nation irreverſible, and the Tuniſhment conſequent there- 
upon intolerable. W herefore let us make it our buſineſs fo 
ro behave our ſelves here that we may appear with comfort 
when thar great and terrible day of the Lord comes. Let 
us endeavour to make our peace with God whilſt we live, 
by a ſincere Repentance of our, former Sins, a firm reſolu- 
tion to lead a new Life , and a ſtedfaſt Faith in his Son 
Jeſus ; that ſo at the general Reſurrection of the Dead when 
we ſhall all appear at that Judgment-ſeat, we may be ſet 
on 
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on the Right-hand, and receive with joy that bleſſed Sen- 
tence which the Lord the Righteous and Erernal Judge ſhall 
then pronounce to all that love and fear him, ſaying, Come 
ye bleſſed children of my Father receive the kingdom prepared 
for you from the beginning of the world, Mat. 25. 41. Which 
God of his Infinite Mercy grant unto us all, through the 
Merits of Jeſus Chriſt ovr Lord, ' to whom with the Fa- 
ther and the Holy Ghoſt, the ever-bleſſed and adorable 


Trinity, be all Honour,. Glory and Praiſe, now and for 
evermore. Amen. 
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